
Diaspora  Organizations  and  Science.  
Two  Worlds,  One  Mission:  
A  Dialogue  on  Migration  and  Conflict

(prel i m i n a r y  pr o g r a m)

The  International  Civil  Society  Forum  on  Conflicts  (INFOCON)  is  a  
European  Commission  funded  research  project,  aiming  to  offer  a  
better  understanding  of  how  Civil  Society  Organizations  
representing  Transnational  Communities  can  help  in  preventing  
and  resolving  conflicts.  The  two-day  conference  will  bring  
together  the  INFOCON  researchers,  policy  experts  and  
representatives  of the  Civil  Society.  

Th e  co n f e r e n c e  wi l l  be  he l d  on  the  22 nd  an d  23 rd  of  Ap r i l ,  20 1 0  
in  Ni j m e g e n ,  the  Ne t h e r l a n d s .

Contact:  
Ni e n k e  Re g t s  - N.R e g t s @ m a w . r u . n l

Further  information:
ww w . i n f o c o n- pr o j e c t . o r g
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Day  1 (22  April  2010)

09.30- 10.00:  Welcome  
St e p h a n  Ka m p e l m a n n  an d/o r  El i s e  Fé r o n   

10.00- 1 1 . 0 0:  Keynote  speech  
Pe t e r  Ha n s e n  (Dan i s h  Ins t i t u t e  for  Int e r n a t i o n a l  St u d i e s)  
Expertise: Transnational migration and development, return and  
repatriation, and the involvement of diaspora groups in post-conflict 
development processes  in the Horn of Africa. 

1 1 . 0 0- 12.30:  Drivers  for Transnational  Economic  Activities  in Post-
conflict  Countries
Sp e a k e r :  Ru e r d  Ru b e n ,  Ra d b o u d  Un i v e r s i t y ,  CI D I N
Di s c u s s a n t :  G e n t i a n  Zy b e r i ,  CR A N

12.30-14.00: Lunch

14.00- 15.30:  Transnational  Communities  and  Conflict  Policies
Sp e a k e r :  Hu g h  Mi a l l ,  Ke n t  Un i v e r s i t y ,  CA R C
Di s c u s s a n t :  Jo c h e n  Hi p p l e r ,  Un i v e r s i t ä t  Du i s b u r g- Es s e n  (t.b.c.)

15.30- 17.00:  “Without  romance  no  future?” 
A  debate  on  the  integration  of diaspora  organizations  
in the  development  sector.  
Do  di a s p o r a  org a n i z a t i o n s  an d  de v e l o p m e n t  org a n i z a t i o n s  ac t u a l l y  
want to  wo r k  tog e t h e r?  An d  if  so,  ho w  can  thi s  coo p e r a t i o n  be  
st r e n g t h e n e d ?  Wh a t  is  the  su r p l u s  va l u e  of  dia s p o r a  org a n i z a t i o n s  
co m p a r e d  to  de v e l o p m e n t  org a n i z a t i o n s ?  Do  de v e l o p m e n t  
org a n i z a t i o n s  fee l  th r e a t e n e d  by  dia s p o r a  org a n i z a t i o n s ?  Wh a t  
ab o u t  m i g r a n t s ’  kn o w l e d g e  ab o u t  the i r  ho m e  co u n t r i e s?  
Participants will be directors from several migrants’ and  
development organizations from the Netherlands. 

17.00-… Dr i n k s
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Day  2 (23  April  2010)

09.30- 1 1 . 0 0:  Transnational  Communities  in their  host  societies:  
Political  Mobilization  and  Conflict  Resolution
Sp e a k e r :  Na t h a l i e  Pe r r i n ,  Un i v e r s i t é  de  Li è g e ,  CE D E M
Di s c u s s a n t :  Ma r u s c a  Pe r a z z i ,  Mi n o r i t y  Ri g h t s  Gr o u p  Int e r n a t i o n a l  

1 1 . 0 0- 12.30:  Conflict  resolution  workshop  on  Kosovo  
Th i s  wo r k s h o p  bu i l d s  on  a  pre v i o u s  di a l o g u e  ex p e r i e n c e  mo d e r a t e d  
by  Pr o f .  Hu g h  Mi a l l  in  Li l l e  in  Ma y  2009.  
Participants will be a panel experts from Kosovo, Serbia and from 
communities living in the Netherlands.   

12.30-13.30: Lunch 

1 3.30- 15.30:  The  challenges  faced  by  diaspora  communities  and  
how  can  they  be  addressed
Ro u n d t a b l e  on  the  INF O C O N  Ha n d b o o k  wi t h  the  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  of  
INF O C O N  pa r t n e r s  an d  inv i t e d  civ i l  so c i e t y  or g a n i z a t i o n s .  

15.30- 17.30: Internal meeting of the INFOCON  partners
Re s p o n s i b l e :  St e p h a n  Kam p e l m a n n ,  Int e r n a t i o n a l i s t  Fo u n d a t i o n
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